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Slop Nato’s rush 
to ground war 


FOR THE first time, US presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton said on 23 
April that "there are sce¬ 
narios" under which Nato 
ground troops could invade 
Yugoslavia. 

Previously he had assured 
the world that Nato wouldn’t 
go beyond bombing Yugosla¬ 
via from the air. 

Nato secretary-general Javi¬ 
er Solana has instructed the 
military command to update 
plans for a ground attack on 
Serbian troops. 

Under a 1998 plan, noted 
US defence secretary William 
Cohen, 75,000 ground troops 
would be needed in Kosovo 
alone. Taking the fight into the 
rest of Serbia, he said, would 
require 200,000 soldiers. 

Apache helicopters, oper¬ 
ated by the US Army, have 
arrived in Albania along with 
thousands of support troops. 
They will attack Serb forces 
over the border. 

Nato has taken command of 
the entire military apparatus of 
Albania in preparation for an 
invasion of Yugoslavia. 

A summit of Nato leaders 
announced on 25 April that 
Nato warships would blockade 
oil shipments to Serbia, despite 
admitting this violated interna¬ 
tional law. 

Stopping a ship on the high 


seas would be an act of war, 
commented French president 
Jacques Chirac. 

Serbia’s biggest oil supplier 
is Russia. 

If Nato warships ban Russian 
tankers, said Nomura Securities 
oil analyst Ruslan Nickolov, 
“then Russia may send naval 
vessels to support them”. 

The president of Russia’s 
parliament, Genady Seles nyov, 
said previously deactivated 
Russian nuclear missiles have 
now been programmed for 
targets in Nato countries. 

Nato’s military adventure in 
the Balkans risks a wider war. 

Even if this doesn’t happen, 
a ground war in difficult ter¬ 
rain against formidable Serb 
forces could turn into Europe’s 
Vietnam. 

There could be months and 
years of slaughter, worsening 
the present catastrophe and 
wasting more resources on pro¬ 
duction for death, not life. 

And it’s all for the greater 
power and profits of the West’s 
rulers, particularly the wealthy 
elite in America. 

Hope lies in the anti-war 
movement taking shape around 
the globe. International pro¬ 
tests can undermine Nato’s war 
machine from within. 

So get involved in anti-war 
activities here in Aotearoa. 


• MORE ON PACES 3 & 5-8 


South Pacific Kosovo? 



RIGHT-WING MILITIAMEN arrive in Dili, the capital of 
East Timor, for a show of force on 17 April. That day 
they killed at least a dozen supporters of independ¬ 
ence from Indonesia. 

Their reign of terror has left hundreds dead over 
the last month. The governor of West Timor prov¬ 
ince, Piet Tallo, says 26,000 people in his region alone 
have fled their homes for mountain and jungle hide¬ 
outs. Whole towns are deserted in a South Pacific 
re-run of what's happening in Kosovo. 

The militias are armed, paid and aided by the 
Indonesian military, described last year as "eminently 
responsible" by NZ defence minister Max Bradford. 

Now that East Timor is slipping from Indonesia's 
grasp, the West wants to send in a UN "peacekeep¬ 
ing" force. Up to 800 NZ troops would be included. 

But this has got nothing to do with saving lives. 
Indonesia's 1975 invasion of East Timor led to the 
deaths of 200,000 people, one-third of the popula¬ 
tion. Yet the West continued to arm the Indonesian 
forces. NZ still trains Indonesian military officers. 

The West's intervention bid has everything to do 
with controlling oil reserves in the East Timor Sea, 
the seventh largest in the world. 

We need to demand: • Indonesian troops out of 
East Timor • Send aid, not troops, to East Timor. 



















voices from the trenches 


This is war’ says Telecom union 



by GRANT MORGAN 

UNDER A banner head¬ 
line "This is war!" in its 
latest paper, the Engi¬ 
neers Union slams Tele¬ 
com's refusal to negoti¬ 
ate a collective contract 
with technicians. 

Telecom makes $2 
million profit every day. 
It’s trying to force 800 
unionised technicians 
onto individual contracts 
which would cut pay by 
5% and give the company 
excessive control over 
hours of work. 

'Action' 

Union negotiator 
Mark Brownsey says that 
Telecom’s bullying leaves 
workers with no option 
except “action to force 
the company to change 
its position”. 

These are significant 
words coming from an of¬ 
ficial of one of the coun¬ 
try’s most conservative 
unions. 

The Engineers’ hier¬ 
archy are being drawn 
into battle by Telecom’s 
determination to smash 
the union. 

In Brownsey’s words, 


the company is “hell¬ 
bent” on destroying “ef¬ 
fective union represen¬ 
tation”. 

Last month, work¬ 
ers turned out in large 
numbers to nationwide 
stopwork meetings de¬ 
spite Telecom’s threats 
of disciplinary action or 
calling in the police. 

Union officials say 
they had trouble convinc¬ 
ing many meetings not 
to down tools and go on 
strike there and then. 

Sometimes grudgingly, 
the meetings accepted 
the officials’ plan for a 
month of low-level in¬ 
dustrial action to try and 
get Telecom around the 
negotiating table. 

But the company shows 


no sign of budging. 

“Managers are now 
openly attacking union 
members in Telecom,” 
Brownsey reports. 

He said that three 
workers on the union’s 
negotiating team have 
been made redundant. 

Fraternising 

While the workers 
were suffering these cas¬ 
ualties in the “war” with 
Telecom, the country’s 
top unionist was frater¬ 
nising with Telecom’s 
chief executive. 

A few days ago, Wel¬ 
lington papers carried 
sickening photos of 
Council of Trade Unions 
president Ken Douglas 


in a palsy-walsy pose 
with Telecom boss Rod 
Deane, who gets $1.5 mil¬ 
lion a year. 

They were celebrating 
together over receiving 
honorary doctorates from 
Victoria University. 

Deane said: “When I 
heard Ken Douglas was 
also receiving an honour I 
was doubly honoured.” 

Douglas can find time 
to trade pleasantries with 
Deane, but hasn’t been 
spotted on the pickets of 
Telecom technicians. 

Brownsey says: “Other 
companies are watching 
to see what Telecom can 
get away with.” 

If Telecom wins, other 
bosses will be encouraged 
to attack the union rights 
and job conditions of 
workers around NZ. 

So this is a critical 
struggle for the CTU as 
well as its affiliate, the 
Engineers Union. 

Douglas and the rest 
of the CTU should be out 
campaigning to get masses 
of workers to j oin them on 
Telecom picket lines. 

This is a battie our 
side needs to win. Ask 
your union to support 
the Teiecom workers. 


...AND NOT 
FORGETTING... 


★ ANTI-WAR PROTESTS 
wider than the Serb com¬ 
munity are starting to be 
seen around NZ. 

On 17 April, 100 at¬ 
tended an Auckland protest 
against Nato's bombing. 

The evening before, several 
dozen took part in a street 
corner meeting in Christch¬ 
urch. Of the 120 protesting 
in Wellington on 15 April, 
about a third were non- 
Serb. On 21 April, a united 
front against the war was 
set up in Auckland at a 
meeting of 50 leftists. 

if TRANZ RAIL backed 
away from plans to 
introduce single-person 
shunting after a strike 
vote by 3,000 Rail & 
Maritime unionists. 

The grassroots feeling 
was "very, very strong", 
reported union general 
secretary Ross Wilson. 

Originally the one-day 
strike was just to include 
shunters, but other Tranz 
Rail workers insisted on 
being included. 

^ AFTER A two-month 
picket of a Kaitangata 
store to stop Shell re¬ 
moving petrol pumps, 
the locals have admitted 
defeat. 

The picket had sup¬ 
port from unions and the 
Alliance. Shell has now 
removed the pumps from 
the isolated community. 


The silence Is deafening 


talking 


union 


by DON FRANKS 

IT'S SELDOM taught in the 
classrooms, but unionists in 
Aotearoa have a history of 
gutsy anti-war protests. 

Like the Trades Council 
anti-Vietnam war rally at the 
1968 opening of parliament, 
which drew over 6,000 workers. 
They forced the authorities to 
abandon their official ceremo¬ 
ny and sneak the governor-gen¬ 
eral in by the back door. 

Or the port unions’ week- 
long strike in 1976 when the 
US nuclear warship Truxton 
appeared in Wellington har¬ 
bour. Many other workers also 
struck, including the cleaners at 
the US embassy. 


Protests like these make a 
difference, but they come at 
a price. Anti-war activity in 
unions takes work, and isn’t an 
easy ride. 

Union officials are often 
completely negative, complain¬ 
ing that peace protests divert 
from the union’s “real busi¬ 
ness”. Without ever actually 
investigating, they insist that 
“workers aren’t interested”. 

Only when long, hard strug¬ 
gle has roused masses of work¬ 
ers do the official leaders belat¬ 
edly show their face. 

That’s what happened dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam war, and with 
the anti-nuclear movement. 

What are the odds today? 

While Nato bombers pulver¬ 
ise Yugoslavia, the silence from 


NZ unions is deafening. 

Union leaders haven’t been in 
evidence at peace protests. They 
haven’t organised anti-war meet¬ 
ings. They haven’t even made 
public statements condemning 
United States aggression. 

A call to the Council of 
Trade Unions office asking 
about their policy on the war 
drew a blank. 

“Only Ken Douglas can tell 
you, but he’s very hard to get 
hold of,” was the reply. “Your 
best bet is to send him a fax.” 

As yet, that fax to the CTU 
president remains unanswered. 

Further investigation re¬ 
vealed that the CTU interna¬ 
tional committee did briefly 
discuss the war. A sub-commit- 
tee is going to “draft something 


over the next month”. 

And inquiries to other un¬ 
ions showed a similar lack of 
urgency. 

It’s not good enough. 

Workers are entitled to bet¬ 
ter information than the Nato 
press releases that make up 
almost the entire media cover¬ 
age of the war. 

Unions should be counter¬ 
ing this propaganda offensive 
and be in the forefront of build¬ 
ing anti-war demonstrations. 

They should do this because 
it’s our fellow workers in the 
Balkans who are dying today. 

And it’s New Zealand work¬ 
ers who will be drafted to die 
alongside them tomorrow if 
Clinton’s war machine isn’t 
stopped in its tracks. 
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what we think 


The first casualty of war 


"THE FIRST casualty of war is 
truth." 

As you might expect, this 
old saying is being borne out 
in Nato's war against Serbia. 

Nato's bombs provided the 
fatal spark for Milosevic's cam¬ 
paign of ethnic cleansing. 

Now Nato makes sure that 
TV images of suffering Kosovar 
refugees are beamed into our 
homes every night to bolster 
support for their war. 

It's a war driven by America's 
crusade to remain "top dog" 
in the cut-throat world of big 
power politics. 

But this analysis is simply not 
carried in the West's media. 

Instead, the media parrot 
Nato's line that Yugoslavia is 
being bombed for "humanitar¬ 
ian" reasons. 

Caught out 

But Nato has been caught 
out in a web of lies over its 
slaughter of refugees on Kos¬ 
ovo's Djakovica road. 

While Nato's debacle had 
to be given some coverage in 
the West's media, it was a pale 
shadow of their finger-pointing 
at Milosevic's lies. 

The media echo Nato's line 
that its "smart" bombs mean 
civilian deaths are a rarity. 

But Independent journalist 
Robert Fisk writes from inside 
Yugoslavia that Nato's attacks 
are so large scale that "large 
numbers of Serb civilian deaths 
have become inevitable". 

So why the lies? 

Nato's military machine 
would soon break down with¬ 
out the assistance of a propa- 


NOTICEBOARD 


■ EXTENDED PAPER GAP 

The next issue of Socialist i/l/or/c- 
er (#7) will be published on 17 
May, giving a three-week gap in¬ 
stead of our usual fortnight. We 
had previously decided on one 
extended gap during the year so 
publication wouldn't clash with 
the SWO national conference. 

It's being timed now so members 
can catch their breath after the 
flurry of Socialism 99 on 1-2 May. 


NATO'S BLOODY LIES 



ganda machine that moulds 
"public opinion". 

During the Vietnam war, 
massive anti-war mobilisations 
inside America and its allies un¬ 
dermined Washington's ability 
to keep fighting. 

Today's official lies and 
media propaganda are the 
ideological tools used by our 
rulers in their bid to construct 
a "consensus"around Nato's 
war. 

But opinion polls in most 
Western countries indicate a 
sizeable minority (often a third) 
opposed to the war. 

Many others are "soft" in 
their support for the war. At 
Socialist Worker sales in coun¬ 
tries around the globe, our ar¬ 
guments against the war often 
win them over. 

There is massive potential to 
build an international anti-war 
movement. Already, hundreds 
of thousands are demonstrating 
against Nato's war inside Nato 
countries. 

A broad anti-war move¬ 
ment has been slow to arise in 
Aotearoa, partly because of the 
torrent of lying propaganda. 

We need to build a united 
campaign that says: • Stop 
the bombing! • Nato out of 
the Balkans! 


NATO'S RESPONSE to its 
own bombing of a refugee 
convoy on Kosovo's Djakovi¬ 
ca road shows we can't trust 
a word they say. 

Dozens were killed in the 
air attack on 15 April, many of 
them children. 

Here’s how Nato lied: 

■ Nato said only military 
vehicles at the front and back 
of the convoy were targeted by 
Nato jets. 

“After the convoy was hit, 
military people got out and 
attacked civilians in the middle 
of the convoy,” Nato claimed. 

Within hours, Nato was 
forced to admit there was no 
evidence for this. 

■ Nato then blamed Yugo¬ 
slav jets for the massacre of the 


refugees. 

■ Nato finally admitted 
bombing the convoy, but said: 
“The pilots state they attacked 
only military vehicles. We 
cannot confirm press reports 
alleging these attacks may have 
caused civilian casualties.” 

■ Nato then changed its line 
again, admitting it hit a civilian 
target. 

US defence secretary Wil¬ 
liam Cohen said this “pilot er¬ 
ror” was excusable because the 
US planes were being “fired at” 
by Serb artillery and missiles. 

But he was contradicted by 
Nato general Giuseppe Marani: 
“Our planes did not come 
under direct fire.” 

And so the sordid fabrica¬ 
tions went on for days. 
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$ 5,000 

NEW YEAR APPEAL 


List #5. Thanks to: 

AUCKLAND: Robyn $20; Dawn $5; Dave $120; 
Linda $12; Ken $10; Chris $30; Bob $10; Mc- 
Greedy $4.50; Burt $10; Peter H $10; Sketch $50; 
G $5. Total $286.50. 

WELLINGTON: Sarah $10; CS $250; Maxine $50; 
Larry $10. Total $320. 

CHRISTCHURCH: Julie $5; Cecil $200; Geoff 
$20; Dave $20; Painting $100; Sales & Meetings 
$14.50; Video $25; Don $5; Merv $80; Hugh $5. 
Total $474.50. 


WE'RE JUST $200 
away from the target 
with one list to go. 

If, over the appeal's 
final fortnight, there's 
as strong a response 
as this list, the target 
will be topped and 
Socialist Worker will 
be able to keep the 
wolf from the door 
for another while. 


DUNEDIN: Kyle $20; Doug C $3; P&M $10; Doug 
$1; Justine $1; Nigel $30. Total $65. 

OTHER AREAS: Judith $30; Jenny $10; A S-B $30. 


Please send your do¬ 
nation to: 


Total $70. 

TOTAL SO FAR $4,814 


SW APPEAL 
PO BOX 13-685 
AUCKLAND 
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Shac rent striker evicted but... 


Another state rent fight looms 


by GRANT BROOKES 

POLICE SMASHED their 
way into Richard Waim- 
otu's state house in 
South Auckland on 15 
April. They threw him 
onto the street. 

He’s now living in a 
garage. 

Richard is a bus driver. 
He’s been paying child 
support for two kids 
and supporting a sick 
brother. 

Like thousands of 
other state tenants, he 
couldn’t afford the mar¬ 
ket rent. 

So Richard fought 
back. Over five years ago 
he joined the partial rent 
strike organised by Shac, 
the State Housing Action 
Coalition. 

Shac calls on state 
tenants to pay 25% of 
their income to Housing 
NZ. That’s what rents 
were until the National 
government legislated 
market rents. 

Rallied 

Shac supporters ral¬ 
lied outside Richard’s 
home. They distributed 
5,000 leaflets across South 
Auckland calling on peo¬ 
ple to join them. 

Shac’s mass actions 
have beaten Housing NZ 
before. 

When police evicted 
the Asi family in Cen¬ 
tral Auckland in 1993, 
Shac mobilised hundreds 
of people and pledged 
to re-occupy the house. 
Housing NZ cancelled 
the eviction order. 

But this time things 
were different. While 
there was huge sympa¬ 
thy for Richard in sol¬ 
idly working class South 
Auckland, this didn’t ma¬ 
terialise into bodies on 
the picket line. 

In large measure the 
blame rests with Labour 
politicians and union 
leaders who’ve done 
nothing to make ordinary 


people confident about 
fighting back. 

Housing NZ used a 
woman in a desperate 
situation to keep Rich¬ 
ard out. 

She applied for a state 
house on 16 April. “Top 
priority” applicants in 
Richard’s suburb of Ma- 
nurewa have to wait an 
average of 43 days before 
they’re housed. 

The woman was told 
she could have a house 
that very day, but only if 
she took Richard’s. Other 
state houses nearby had 
been vacant for months. 

Thousands of people 
are in the same situa¬ 
tion as Richard. Last 
year. Housing NZ took a 
fifth of its tenants - over 
12,000 - to the Tenancy 
Tribunal. 

Many were told to pay 
their arrears or ordered 
to get out. Len Parker 
was one of them. Len is a 
pensioner with a serious 
heart condition. He, too, 
is on Shac’s partial rent 
strike. 

Len refused to leave. 
He has nowhere else to 
go. He’s being taken back 
to the tribunal on 10 May 
and again faces eviction. 

Attacking Shac is part 
of preparing Housing 
NZ for privatisation. Any 
potential buyer will want 
the government to nreak 
Shac’s organised opposi¬ 
tion to market rents and 
house sales. 

Len’s home is in Cen¬ 
tral Auckland, the same 
region which rallied to 
support the Asi family 
in 1993. 

Shac is mobilising sup¬ 
port for Len. Help stop 
his eviction. 

■ Rally at Len Parker’s 
house, 249 Balmoral 
Road, 5 pm on 10 May. 
Phone support to his 
home (09) 849 2816. 

■ Join Shac’s partial rent 
strike. Call Shac chair 
Peter Hughes (09) 634 
3984 or 025-989 409. 
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THE NUMBERS weren't large enough to win 
Richard Waimotu's eviction fight 


National’s privatisation agenda 

"MARKET RENTS have failed to deliver 
adequate housing to low-income families. 
They have led to overcrowding, as families 
abandon houses they cannot afford, and 
Third World diseases of poverty previously 
not seen in this country." 

Labour’s housing spokesperson Graeme 
Kelly went on to say that empty state houses 
are “then sold off by the government, which has 
the audacity to say there is no demand”. 

Kelly sums up National’s housing policy 
perfectly. 

Before National, state tenants paid 25% of their 
income in rent. Today, half of them pay 45% of 
their income or more. 

Thousands of families have been forced to give 
up their homes. Around 15,000 people now live in 
caravan parks. 

Meanwhile, 2,000 state houses lie empty 
and Housing NZ has announced a record 
profit of $68 million for the first half of this 
financial year. 

Housing NZ’s response to the housing crisis 
is to sell off ever more homes to boost profits 
further. 7,795 houses have been sold in the last 
three years. 

Now they’re negotiating to sell off a whopping 
3,000 properties in Porirua in a single hit. This 
could be the start of wholesale privatisation of 
the 63,000 houses left. 

In February, Housing NZ chief executive Brian 
Roche said his state-owned corporation “doesn’t 
need to own the properties”. 

Housing, he said, should be provided “prefer¬ 
ably through the private sector”. 


Will Labour 
deliver? 

"A LABOUR-LED govern¬ 
ment would re-introduce 
income-related rents of 
25% of household in¬ 
come for low-income 
households," promises 
the party's housing rep 
Graeme Kelly. 

That’s a good promise. 
But Kelly’s passion isn’t 
shared by all Labour MPs. 

While leader Helen 
Clark promises income- 
related rents, she avoids 
mentioning the figure of 
25% unless cornered. 

Clark refused to sup¬ 
port Shac rent striker Len 
Parker, who lives in her 
electorate and pays 25%. 

And her deputy, Michael 
Cullen, insists that Labour’s 
first priority is “the econo- 
my”.Bosses will be given 
$200 million in “industry 
assistance”, but social pro¬ 
grammes like income-re¬ 
lated rents will be phased 
in “more slowly”. 

Labour would face stiff 
opposition from landlords 
and investors if it moved to 
reduce state rents because 
private rents would also be 
dragged down. 

Labour is likely to cave 
in without grassroots pres¬ 
sure on them to deliver. 

You can make a differ¬ 
ence by promoting work¬ 
ers’ power and putting 
practical demands on La¬ 
bour, such as: 

■ Lower the rents for all 
state tenants - not just 
“low income house¬ 
holds” - to 25% of net 
income. 

■ Backdate the rent reduc¬ 
tion to the day after La¬ 
bour wins the election. 

■ Impose rent controls on 
private landlords to put 
a stop to the “market 
rents” scandal. 

■ Begin large-scale con¬ 
struction of state houses 
to give everyone decent 
homes and create de¬ 
cently-paid jobs. 

■ Restore benefits that 
were cut by National 
and pass a $10 an hour 
minimum wage. 

■ Tax the rich to pay for 
fixing the social damage 
caused by their greed 
for profits. 
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stop Nato’s war! 



WAR IN 
EUROPE 


NATO'S BOMBS have caused a catastrophe in the 
Balkans. The West's leaders said their war against 
Serbia would stop Milosevic terrorising Kosovo's 
Albanians. It's done the opposite. Milosevic, who 
was nearly toppled twice this decade by his own 
people, has been able to pose as the defender 
of Serbia and whip up a nationalistic pogrom against Albanians. 
Nato knew this would happen when they started bombing, but 
they went ahead anyway. The tidal wave of suffering refugees 
are human pawns in America's drive to remain the supreme world 
power. Global protests against Nato's war will encourage the 
workers of the Balkans to unite across ethnic lines against their 
own nationalistic rulers. That's the road to real peace. 


Nato’s radioactive faiiout 



URANIUM TIPPED missiles hit a 
chemical factory near Serbia's 
capital Belgrade, spewing out 
deadly radioactive dust. 

Nato's anti-tank shells and cruise 
missiles have tips packed with 
depleted uranium to increase their 
penetration. 

Journalist Felicity Arbuthnot has 
documented the horrifying effects 
of depleted uranium on the civilian 
population of Iraq following the 
1991 Gulf war. 

She says there has been an "epi¬ 
demic of cancers and birth defects 
linked to the depleted uranium 
weapons which left a residue of 
radioactive dust throughout the 
country". 

Birth deformities included ba¬ 
bies born without brains and with 
limbs and genitalia missing. 

A cloud of radioactive dust 
is now spreading over Central 
Europe, bringing serious health 
worries to citizens of countries sup¬ 
posedly out of the battle zone. 



by GRANT MORGAN 

IN PUBLIC, Nato leaders 
claim they're waging 
war in the Balkans to 
prevent further horror. 

The West’s rulers want 
us to think their only con¬ 
cern is for the hundreds 
of thousands of Albanian 
refugees fleeing Kosovo. 

Yet Nato’s war has 
made the refugee crisis 
far worse than it ever was 
before the bombing. 

More bombs will only 
deepen the misery and in¬ 
crease civilian casualties 
in Kosovo and Serbia. 

Nato leaders’ private 
talks, however, contradict 
their public utterances. 

At a recent summit, 
Nato foreign ministers 
told each other that the 
single biggest reason for 
going to war was to “pre¬ 
serve Nato’s credibility”. 

Power 

This betrays their true 
purpose. Nato’s war is 
about the power of the 
West’s rulers - above 
all, about maintaining 
America’s position as the 
supreme world power. 

That’s why US presi¬ 
dent Clinton and his poo¬ 
dles - including Shipley 
- call for more bombs and 
downplay the bloodshed. 

The $NZ 70 billion 
spent each year on Nato’s 
killing machine could 
abolish world hunger 
several times over. 

But that wouldn’t suit 
the interests of Western 
corporations who rely on 
military muscle to gain a 
competitive edge in the 
world market. 

Vast oil reserves have 
been discovered in the 
Caspian Sea. To stop Rus¬ 
sia monopolising the oil. 
Western firms must build 
a new pipeline through 
the Balkans. The bombs 
now falling pave the way 
to their future oil profits. 

The competition for 
power and profits is push¬ 
ing Nato deeper into war. 

It could even set the 
ripples rolling towards 
another world war. 


The president of Rus¬ 
sia’s parliament, Genady 
Selesnyov, said Russian 
nuclear missiles that had 
been deactivated for sev¬ 
eral years have now been 
programmed for targets 
in Nato countries. 

If Nato uses ground 
troops, “the further ag¬ 
gravation of Moscow is 
unavoidable”, noted Ger¬ 
many’s main financial 
paper Handelsblatt. 

The weakness of a 
chaos-ridden Russia may 
push its most reactionary 
politicians towards their 
one military advantage 
- a nuclear arsenal close 
in strength to America’s. 

Communist Party 
leader Genady Zuganov, 
who wants a return to 
Stalinist-era state capital¬ 
ism, has been demanding 
that Russia’s atomic po¬ 
tential be activated. 

No-one can predict 
where Nato’s war in the 
Balkans may end. Horror 
will be piled upon horror. 

As this catastrophe 
unfolds, the lies of Nato 
leaders will wear thin. 

More people will come 
to see the truth of the so¬ 
cialist argument that war 
is an inevitable extension 
of our rulers’ economic 
competition. 

Right now, we need to 
build a movement against 
the war and the local poli¬ 
ticians supporting it. 

Our slogans should 
be: • Stop the war! • No 
NZ forces for the war! • 
Nato out of the Balkans! 
• Kosovar freedom from 
Milosevic and Nato! 


THE DISCOVERY of vast 
oil reserves in the Cas¬ 
pian Sea has given a 
new impetus to the 
scramble for control of 
the Balkans. 

The oil has to get out 
from the Caspian, 300 kil¬ 
ometres east of Turkey. 

If Western countries 
are to prevent the only 
pipeline being controlled 
by Russia, a new pipeline 
has to be built. 


It will have to be rout¬ 
ed either through Turkey, 
or through Bulgaria and 
then Greece. 

This is a stone’s 
throw away from where 
Nato’s bombing is tak¬ 
ing place. 

Last November, US 
energy secretary Bill Ri¬ 
chardson declared: 

“The fate of the Cas¬ 
pian region is about 
America’s energy secu¬ 


rity. It’s also about pre¬ 
venting strategic inroads 
by those who don’t share 
our values. 

“We have made a sub¬ 
stantial political invest¬ 
ment in the Caspian and 
it’s very important to 
us that both the pipe¬ 
line map and the politics 
come out right.” 

Imperialistic motives 
like this are driving Nato’s 
war in the Balkans. 
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International Socialist declaration against Hlato's war 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
Socialist response 
to Nato's war is 
outlined in this 
joint declaration 
from: • Social¬ 
ist Workers Party 
(Britain) • Linksruck 
(Germany) • Sos- 
iaslistiko Ergatiko 
Komma (Greece) • 
Socialist Workers 
Organisation (New 
Zealand) • Interna¬ 
tional Socialist Or¬ 
ganization (United 
States). 


1. Western war aims 

THE WAR launched on 
Serbia by the Nato pow¬ 
ers on 24 March is not, 
as Bill Clinton, Gerhard 
Schroder, Tony Blair and 
Lionel Jospin claim, a 
"humanitarian interven¬ 
tion" intended to protect 
the human rights and 
the lives of the Kosovo 
Albanians. 

If the Western leaders 
were genuinely guided 
by humanitarian consid¬ 
erations, they would be 
defending the Kurdish 
minority in Turkey who are 
denied their national rights 
by a Nato government that 
has been waging a vicious 
counter-insurgency war 
against them. 

They would also not 
be selling weapons to the 
Indonesian armed forces, 
which have just launched 
a fresh reign of terror in 
East Timor. 

US secretary of state 
Madeleine Albright let 
slip Nato’s real war aims 
when she told American 
generals that “losing Ko¬ 
sovo” would “damage US 
interests in Europe” and 
“threaten US leadership 
in Nato”. 

This is, in other words, 
an imperialist war whose 
aim is to preserve the US 
as the dominant power in 
Europe. Since its estab¬ 
lishment of Nato in 1949, 
the alliance has provided 
the political and military 
framework through which 


Washington has exercised 
leadership over Western 
European capitalism. 

The collapse of the Sta¬ 
linist regimes in 1989-91 
and the consequent end 
of the Cold War deprived 
Nato of its rationale. 

The subsequent expan¬ 
sion of Nato in East-Cen¬ 
tral Europe and the exten¬ 
sion of the alliance’s role 
to include “out-of-area” 
operations and “humani¬ 
tarian interventions” are 
intended to perpetuate 
US military and political 
leadership in Europe. 

As such, they are part 
of a wider strategy that 
has maintained America’s 
share of world military 
spending at higher levels 
than during the Cold War. 
In the “New World Order”, 
Washington is preparing 
for future conflicts with 
China, Russia and other 
powers which may threat¬ 
en Western interests. 

These stakes mean 
that those sections of the 
Western ruling classes that 
initially opposed the attack 
on Serbia are now argu¬ 
ing that the war must be 
won - even if that means 
committing ground troops 
in Kosovo - in order to 
preserve the credibility of 
Nato. Thus one such crit¬ 
ic, Henry Kissinger, says 
“the cohesion of Nato is 
threatened” unless the 
West wins. 

Financial Times col¬ 
umnist Martin Wolf, who 
condemned the attack on 
Serbia as “fundamentally 
frivolous”, sums up this 
line of thought: “The cred¬ 
ibility of the West is now 
at stake... If Mr Milosevic 
gains the day, Nato’s vi¬ 
ability is in question, at the 
very least in out-of-area 
operations... To start the 
war may have been a mis¬ 
take; to lose it would be a 
disaster.” 

2. Milosevic’s 
nationalism 

NONE OF this absolves 
the Serbian regime of 
Slobodan Milosevic of 
its share of responsibil¬ 
ity for the humanitar¬ 
ian catastrophe that is 
unfolding in and around 


Kosovo. 

Ever since his rise in 
the mid-1980s, Milosevic 
has cynically used Serb 
nationalism in order to 
win and maintain power. 
As a result, along with the 
other political leaders in 
former Yugoslavia, he has 
unleashed the present epi¬ 


demic of wars and ethnic 
cleansing on the Balkans. 

This did not stop the US 
and the EU from work¬ 
ing with him to end the 
Bosnian war at the 1995 
Dayton conference, which 
not merely sanctioned the 
ethnic partition of Bosnia 
but left Kosovo part of 
Serbia. 

There is little doubt that 
Serb forces have respond¬ 
ed to the Nato bombing 
campaign by driving many 
Kosovan Albanians from 
their homes, in the proc¬ 
ess committing numerous 
atrocities. 

Nevertheless, it was the 
Western assault on Serbia 
that provided Milosevic 
with the pretext and the 
cover for expelling the 
Albanians. 

The fundamental re¬ 


sponsibility, therefore, for 
the plight of the refugees 
who’ve fled Kosovo since 
the war began lies with 
those who launched the 
war - the Nato leaders. 
Their present policy of 
using the refugee crisis to 
justify an intensified bomb¬ 
ing campaign will simply 
worsen the 
Kosovans’ 
suffering, at 
the same time 
as it turns the 
Serbian civil¬ 
ian popula¬ 
tion increas¬ 
ingly into 
Nato targets. 

It has 
already se¬ 
verely dam- 
aged the 
democratic 
opposition in 
Serbia, which 
in 1991 and 
1996-7 came 
close to top¬ 
pling Milos¬ 
evic. 

The first 
and most 
basic step 
towards al¬ 
leviating the 
Balkan crisis 
is to stop the 
b o m - b i n g 
now. 

The true 
measure of 
the West’s 
concern for 
the Kosovans 
is revealed by the extreme 
reluctance of many Nato 
governments - notably 
New Labour in Britain and 
the “plural left” coalition in 
France - to admit them as 
refugees. 

At the same time as 
the Blair government was 
enthusiastically participat¬ 
ing in the initial bomb¬ 
ing waves it was pushing 
through legislation which 
further reduces the rights 
and welfare of asylum 
seekers. Blair, Jospin and 
other European leaders 
are caught between pres¬ 
sure from Washington to 
move as many Kosovans as 
possible out of the region 
and their commitment to 
racist immigration poli¬ 
cies. 

The Clinton administration 
is motivated not by genuine 


concern for the refugees - 
it’s planning to dump those 
it takes at its military bases 
in Guanta-namo Bay and 
Guam - but by the fear that 
the Kosovan exodus will 
destabilise neighbouring 
states such as Macedonia 
and Montenegro. 

While we oppose any 
measures to forcibly re¬ 
move the refugees from 
the Balkans, we defend 
their right to freely enter 
and remain in any of the 
Nato countries responsible 
for their plight. 

3. Kosovars & Nato 

THE ALBANIAN majority 
in Kosovo were denied 
the most basic national 
rights through much of 
the existence of the Yu¬ 
goslav federation, and 
their situation became 
worse after Milosevic re¬ 
imposed direct Serbian 
rule at the end of the 
1980s. 

We support their right 
to national self-determi¬ 
nation - a right which has 
been consistently denied 
by the Nato powers. The 
Rambouillet “agreement”, 
which the bombing cam¬ 
paign is supposed to be 
enforcing on Serbia, main¬ 
tained Kosovo as part of 
Serbia. 

As recently as last year, 
the US State Department 
described the Kosovo Lib¬ 
eration Army (KLA) as 
“terrorists”, giving Milo¬ 
sevic the green light to go 
on the offensive against 
them. 

Nevertheless, we don’t 
believe that the Kosovar 
Albanians’ right to self- 
determination can at the 
present time be counter- 
posed to Nato’s war against 
Serbia. For it is quite likely 
that, if the war continues, 
the Western powers will 
reverse their opposition 
to the establishment of a 
Kosovan state. 

Already the veteran 
cold warrior Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, national secu¬ 
rity assistant to US presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Carter, has 
called for “a deliberate 
decision by the West to 
arm the KLA”, and argued 
that “the purpose of the 



• GERMAN PROTEST: A huge Easter 
turnout in Frankfurt says "Stop 
Nato's bombing". The mainstream 
media ignores the hundreds of 
thousands demonstrating against 
Nato's war inside Nato countries. 


continuing military opera¬ 
tion now has to be political 
self-determination for the 
Kosovars”. 

Tony Blair now says 
Kosovo cannot remain part 
of Serbia. 

In a protracted war, Ko¬ 
sovan fighters may come to 
seem attractive proxies for 
the Western ground troops 
Clinton and his allies are 
so desperate to avoid com¬ 
mitting. Their role would 
be, like the 
mujahedin 
in Afghani¬ 
stan and the 
contras in 
Nicaragua, to 
fight and die 
on Washing¬ 
ton’s behalf. 

The Koso- 
van Alba¬ 
nians are 
therefore not 
only facing 
the horrors 
of war and 
exile. Like 
the Kurdish 
nationalist organisations 
in Iraq, they may become 
the pawns of the Western 
powers, encouraged to 
fight or be abandoned to 
die as it suits Washington’s 
convenience. 

4. Workers’ 
internationalism 

THE LATE development 
of capitalism in the Bal¬ 
kans meant that nation 
states began to emerge 
in societies where, as 
a result of centuries of 
migration and trade, 
and of war among Chris¬ 
tian powers and Muslim 
powers, different eth¬ 
nic and religious groups 
have lived together in 
close proximity. 

This situation has been 
exacerbated by the inter¬ 
vention of the Great Pow¬ 
ers seeking to carve up the 
region to accord with their 
conflicting interests. 

Towards the end of the 
Second Balkan War in July 
1913, Leon Trotsky wrote: 
“The new boundary lines 
in the Balkan Peninsula... 
have been drawn across 
the living bodies of nations 
that have been lacerated, 
bled white and exhausted. 


Not one of these Balkan 
nations has succeeded in 
gathering together all its 
scattered fragments. And, 
at the same time, every one 
of the Balkan states... now 
includes within its borders 
a compact minority that is 
hostile to it.” 

As a result, the effort 
to construct homogenous 
nation-states in the region 
has necessarily involved 
the seizure of territory 
from other 
states, and 
the expul¬ 
sion, exter¬ 
mination 
or forced 
assimilation 
of minori¬ 
ties. 

The clash 
of rival na¬ 
tionalisms 
and bouts 
of ethnic 
cleansing 
were fea¬ 
tures of 
capitalist 
politics in the Balkans 
long before the wars that 
followed the break-up of 
Yugoslavia - in the Balkan 
Wars of 1912-13 and in 
the struggles by Serb and 
Croat nationalists to carve 
out states under their con¬ 
trol before and during the 
Second World War. 

In that sense, the Bal¬ 
kans illustrates the limits 
of the right to national 
self-determination. Any 
lasting solution must com¬ 
bine genuine recognition 
of the national rights of all 
the peoples of the Balkans 
with international solidar¬ 
ity among them. 

Trotsky wrote in 1910, 
before the first wave of 
nationalist blood-letting in 
the region: “State unity of 
the Balkan peninsula can 
be achieved in one of two 
ways: Either from above, 
by expanding one Balkan 
state, whichever proves 
strongest, at the expense 
of the weaker ones - that 
is the road of wars of exter¬ 
mination and oppression of 
weak nations, a road that 
consolidates monarchism 
and militarism. Or from 
below, through the peo¬ 
ples themselves coming 
together - this is the road 
of revolution, the road 


that means overthrowing 
the Balkan dynasties and 
unfurling the banner of a 
Balkan republic.” 

In line with this analy¬ 
sis, the Communist Inter¬ 
national during its early 
years after the Russian 
Revolution of October 
1917 advanced the slogan 
of a Socialist Federation 
of the Balkans. This may 
seem far removed from the 
present situation. Yet the 
fact remains that the choice 
facing the peoples of the 
region is that between yet 
more rounds of nationalist 
butchery and international 
working-class solidarity. 

Nor is the latter a mere 
abstraction. Workers in 
the Balkans have united 
across national boundaries 

- most recently during the 
mass strikes of 1987-8 that 
hastened the final crisis of 
the Yugoslav state. 

One of the many reasons 
why we demand an end to 
the war is that a return to 
peace can help create the 
conditions in which work¬ 
ing people from the differ¬ 
ent fragments of former 
Yugoslavia begin to unite 
against their real enemies 

- the local ruling classes 
who have used national 
conflicts to hang onto pow¬ 
er and the imperialist states 
whose intervention has, yet 
again, unleashed catastro¬ 
phe upon the Balkans. 

5. Tasks of socialists 

THE URGENT task of 
revolutionary socialists 
today is to take the ini¬ 
tiative in building mass 
anti-war movements 
throughout the Nato 
countries. 

For us, as it was for the 
German revolutionary 
Karl Liebknecht during the 
First World War, “the main 
enemy is at home”. 

The example of Vietnam 
shows the impact that do¬ 
mestic protest can have on 
imperialist war-mongering. 
Mass opposition at home 
can force Nato leaders to 
end the slaughter. 

Stop the bombing! Nato 
out of the Balkans! 


t (09) 634 3984 for 
protest info 



Kosovo, Nato & the KLA 


by ALEX CALLINICOS 

FACED WITH Nato's war 
against Serbia and the 
suffering of Kosovo's 
Albanians, many on the 
left reacted by champi¬ 
oning the cause of Kos¬ 
ovan independence. 

Some have called for 
arming the Kosovo Lib¬ 
eration Army. 

The KLA enjoys con¬ 
siderable support among 
Kosovan Albanians. 

Unfortunately, its 
leadership looks towards 
Nato for salvation. A KLA 
spokesperson 
told Britain’s 
Financial 
Times that 
the KLA is 
“helping Nato 
by supplying 
information, 
including bomb damage 
reports”. 

In all likelihood the 
United States and its al¬ 
lies have already begun to 
arm and train the KLA. 

This is likely to bring 
yet more disaster on the 
Kosovan Albanians. 

A weak national lib¬ 
eration movement such 
as the KLA, confronted 
with a stronger opponent, 
is often tempted to rely 
on the support of the 
great powers. 

The movement then 
becomes a plaything of 
these powers. 

The Iraqi Kurds are a 
particularly tragic exam¬ 
ple of this. In the mid- 
1970s the Iraqi B’aath 
regime was closely allied 
to Moscow and in conflict 
with the pro-Western re¬ 
gime of the shah of Iran. 

So Washington and 
the shah were happy to 
back the Iraqi Kurds. 

Then in 1978-9 the 
shah was overthrown, 
and the West looked to 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq 
as a bulwark against the 
Iranian Revolution. 

America, Britain and 
France cheerfully sup¬ 
plied arms to Saddam, 
which he used not merely 


to wage war on Iran, but 
also to butcher the Kurds 
in his own country. 

But during the 1991 
Gulf war between the 
West and Saddam, Wash¬ 
ington suddenly rediscov¬ 
ered the Iraqi Kurds and 
encouraged them to rebel 
against Saddam. 

After the war the Kurds 
were forced to flee from 
Saddam’s revenge to the 
far north of the country, 
where a Western protec¬ 
torate was established. 

Here the Iraqi Kurd¬ 
ish nationalist organi¬ 
sations, the 
DKP and the 
PUK, have 
degenerated 
into a mafia. 
They live off 
black market 
trade between 
Turkey and Iraq, and bal¬ 
ance politically between 
Saddam and the West. 

Shamefully, they col¬ 
laborated with the recent 
Turkish military offen¬ 
sive against the Kurdish 
Workers Party, which is 
fighting for the liberation 
of the Kurdish minority 
in Turkey. 

This is the fate which 
awaits the Kosovan Alba¬ 
nians should their lead¬ 
ers continue to ally with 
Nato. 

The Kosovan Alba¬ 
nians have the right to 
national self-determina¬ 
tion, just like all the other 
peoples of the Balkans. 

But that doesn’t mean 
that we should support 
the KLA. 

Nationalist move¬ 
ments which subordinate 
themselves to the great 
powers cease to be inde¬ 
pendent political forces. 
All the signs are that 
the KLA is becoming an 
instrument of Nato. 

Backing the KLA 
doesn’t offer a soft option. 

This is Nato’s war. 
Those who want the kill¬ 
ing to end must campaign 
for Nato to stop the bomb¬ 
ing and get out of the 
Balkans. 


WAR IN 
EUROPE 
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The force that can change Serbia... 


‘Slobo must go!’ yelled 250,000 Seibs 



■ BELGRADE 1996: 250,000 Serbs take to 
the streets against Milosevic 


SERBIAN RULER Slobodan 
Milosevic can be toppled 

- by his own people, not 
Nato bombs. 

People in Serbia - like 
in Croatia, Bos¬ 
nia and other 
Balkan states 

- are divided 
along class lines 
between rich 
and poor. 

Milosevic 
hasn’t only been the en¬ 
emy of other ethnic groups, 
but the enemy of Serbian 
workers. 

Twice in the 1990s, 
mass movements in Serbia 
threatened to oust him. 

These movements - in 
1991 and 1996 - showed 
the potential for an alter¬ 
native to the vile national¬ 
ism of Milosevic and the 
other Balkan leaders. 

In March 1991, on the 
eve of Yugoslavia’s de¬ 
scent into bloody civil war, 
there was a wave of mass 
protests on the streets of 
Serbia’s capital Belgrade. 

Tens of thousands of 
workers and students pro¬ 
tested against government 
repression and censor¬ 
ship. 

At the high point of the 
struggle, 250,000 people 
occupied the city centre 
and brought Belgrade to a 
halt for five days. 

Protesters chanted: 
“Slobo must go!” 

Milosevic ordered army 
tanks to crush the move¬ 
ment. Troops killed several 
demonstrators. 

He was also forced to 


make some concessions. 
The head of Serbian TV, 
who had peddled Milo¬ 
sevic’s propaganda, re¬ 
signed. 

600 demon¬ 
strators were 
released from 
prison. 

Milosevic, 
along with his 
mirror image, 
Croatian leader 
Franjo Tudjman, played the 
nationalist card ever more 
strongly. 

That month Tudjman 
and Milosevic met secretly 
to discuss a plan to carve 
Bosnia up between them. 

Their nationalist frenzy 
was the push to all-out war. 

Disastrously the biggest 
opposition, the Serbian 
Renewal Movement, was 
led by Vuk Draskovic - an¬ 
other blood-thirsty nation¬ 
alist like Milosevic. 

But Milosevic also faced 
workers’ opposition. 

A Balkans correspond¬ 
ent of the Financial Times 
reported in 1991: “Labour 
unrest is the greatest threat 
to the Serb government.” 

strike 

In April 1991, as Yugo¬ 
slavia’s bloody war got un¬ 
der way, 700,000 workers 
in Serbia went on strike to 
demand higher wages. 

Tragically, there was no 
socialist leadership which 
could argue that workers’ 
anger over pay should be 
linked with opposition to 
nationalism. 


But Milosevic and Tudj¬ 
man didn’t completely 
silence opposition during 
the long years of war. 

In 1993, at the height 
of nationalist frenzy in 
the Bosnian war, there 
were strikes in Serbia and 
Croatia and anti-war dem¬ 
onstrations in Belgrade. 
Bosnian Serb soldiers at 
Banja Luka mutinied. 

Milosevic was nearly 
toppled again in 1996. Mass 
protests in Serbia took 
place every day for 100 
days from November 1996. 
Hundreds of thousands 
took to the streets. 

The protests began over 
election rigging. 

But they also reflected 


wider discontent with Mi¬ 
losevic’s regime. One-third 
of the population lived in 
poverty, inflation hit 100% 
a year and half the work¬ 
force was unemployed. 

One demonstration 
drew 250,000. A paper 
reported: “Young and old 
throw eggs, firecrackers 
and occasionally stones at 
government buildings and 
boo and hiss their presi¬ 
dent. ‘Slobo is Saddam,’ 
they chant,” 

Sections of the armed 
forces pledged not to at¬ 
tack protesters. 

But the opposition 
coalition Zajedno (“To¬ 
gether”) was headed by 
the right-wing nationalists 


Vuk Draskovic and Zoran 
Djindjic. 

Djindjic had close ties 
with Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, respon¬ 
sible for bloody atrocities 
in the Bosnian war. 

These nationalists didn’t 
want workers’ opposition 
to the regime. 

The West told the op¬ 
position leaders to work 
alongside Milosevic. 

Absorbed 

These leaders were 
absorbed into the ruling 
elite. Vuk Draskovic, for 
instance, is now a deputy 
prime minister of Serbia. 

Milosevic couldn’t si¬ 
lence all opposition to his 
regime, however. 

In May last year the 
Financial Times headlined 
how “worker unrest be¬ 
gins to weaken Milosevic 
support”. 

The paper reported: “In 
recent months across Serbia 
teachers, health and trans¬ 
port workers and the Zasta- 
va arms manufacturers have 
held partial stoppages.” 

Now the Nato bombing 
has achieved what Mi¬ 
losevic could not. It has 
drowned out opposition to 
Milosevic. 

As a member of the 
1996 opposition put it a few 
weeks ago: “For 100 days 
two years ago we marched 
day after day against him 
and we nearly got rid of 
him. He was very weak 
then, but the Nato bomb¬ 
ing has made him strong.” 


WARM 

EUROPE 


* Get involveil with the Socialist Workers Organisation 


M I want to join the SWO 

M I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

A 10-page paper posted to you every fortnight. 
Enclose $30 for year, $15 six months. 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

.PHONE. 

Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland 


* AUCKLAND 


PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Phone the Socialist Centre 
534 3984. 


■k ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie 345 9853. 


* WELLINGTON 


PO Box 43-043, Wainuiomata. 
Phone Gordon 564 9248 


^ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone Roy 384 4681. 


if DUNEDIN 


Phone Kyle 477 2712. 


if NATIONAL OFFICE 


The SWO also has members in other 
regions. They can be contacted 
through the SWO's national office. 
PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 


WHAT'S 

CHANGED? 

"IT BECAME neces- 
sary to destroy the 
town to save it." 
m US ARMY dis¬ 
patch on the razing 
of Ben Tre, Viet¬ 
nam, in 1968. 

"WEST DESTROYS 
Pristina To Save It." 
■ IRISH TIMES 
headline about 
Nato's devastation 
of Kosovo's capital, 
9.4.99. 
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wha* socialises 
say ai>out„. 


The two tongues of 
Muriel Newman 


International workers’ day 


by DON FRANKS 

THREATS OF a possible third 
world war were pushed off 
the front pages for a day when 
Muriel Newman made her big 
announcement. 

The social welfare spokesper¬ 
son for the right-wing Act party 
released figures claiming that New 
Zealand’s highest-paid beneficiary 
receives $64,000. ITiat’s a total of 
$1,230 a week. 

It sounds a lot if you don’t stop 
to think. 

This case includes an allowance 
for disablement and covers the 
care of ten children. Food, clothing, 
shelter and education for that lot 
wouldn’t leave a lot of change out 
of twelve hundred dollars. 

Even more to the point, this 
case isn’t representative. 

As Labour’s welfare spokesper¬ 
son Steve Maharey pointed out: “A 
more typical example would be a 
sole parent with two children in 
Wellington eligible for just $21,280 
a year, or a maximum of $198.24 a 
week after paying rent.” 

Newman isn’t interested in the 
typical beneficiary, however. 

Her sole concern was the case 
of the one top-paid beneficiary 


which she described as “a kick in 
the guts for working New Zealand¬ 
ers,” since the average yearly wage 
is only $36,480. 

Always keen to talk to a politi¬ 
cian posing as being interested 
in the plight of working New 
Zealanders, Socialist Worker asked 
Newman if she supported a pay 
rise for low-paid McDonalds 
workers. 

These employees of the world’s 
most profitable fast food chain get 
a lousy $8 an hour - a lot lower 
than the average wage. 

But Newman absolutely re¬ 
fused to say where she stood on 
this issue. “I don’t ever comment 
on individual cases.” 

But wasn’t her example of the 
top-paid beneficiary exactly that 
- an extremely individual case? 

Ah, that was different. 

Socialist Worker doesn’t think 
Newman or her Act party give 
two stuffs about working New 
Zealanders. 

Their ballyhoo about “highly 
paid” beneficiaries isn’t aimed at 
helping low-paid workers at all. 

The real aim is to get the low 
paid arguing among themselves 
instead of turning their anger on 
the bosses who keep them down. 


international 


Fascists gain in Turkey 


THE RECENT election in Turkey, 
a member of Nato, produced a 
terrible swing to the right. 

The fascist National Action Party 
doubled its share of the vote to 19%, 
putting it in second place. 

The fascists gained at the ex¬ 
pense of two conservative parties. 

The highest share of the vote, 
over 21 %, went to the Democratic 
Left Party of caretaker prime min¬ 
ister Bulent Ecevit. 

Democratic Left is equivalent 
to NZ’s Labour party, but ran an 
intensely nationalistic campaign. 

Ecevit has whipped up Turkish 
nationalism since the capture of 
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan two months ago. 

Ocalan’s arrest has sparked a 
wave of blood-thirsty nationalism 
against Kurds in the south-east of 
Turkey, who face systematic perse¬ 
cution from the Turkish state. 

The doubling of the fascist vote 
is a serious threat. National Action 
has a core of street fighters along 


with supporters in the police. 

But the fascists are still far from 
being able to liquidate left par¬ 
ties, trade unions and community 
groups. 

They picked up votes as the 
most consistent nationalists. Most 
of those who voted for them don’t 
want to see a Hitler-style regime. 

For example, workers at six 
state-owned paper mills occupied 
and stopped them from closing a 
few months ago. 

20% of the workers had voted 
for the fascists. But they still 
struck and welcomed solidarity 
visits from members of the Kurdish 
HADEP party, which the fascist 
leaders have sworn to destroy. 

“The left can drive a wedge 
between the fascist hardcore and 
the voters they’ve picked up,” a 
socialist in Turkey told the British 
Socialist Worker. 

“That requires mass anti-fascist 
activity which unites the left and 
trade unionists.” 


MAY DAY, the 1st of May, is 
international workers day. 

For over 100 years it’s been 
the day when workers around 
the world celebrate working 
class solidarity, international¬ 
ism and the potential of their 
class to transform society. 

It’s been a symbol of work¬ 
ers’ resistance to brutal dicta¬ 
torships like apartheid South 
Africa and Stalinist Poland and 
repressive regimes from South 
Korea to Turkey. 

It’s also been a celebration 
of revolution and workers’ 
power, from Russia 1917 to 
Spain 1936 to Portugal 1974 to 
Indonesia 1998. 

May Day began in the Unit¬ 
ed States. In 1886, American 
trade unions declared that 
from 1 May no worker would 
work more than eight hours. 

This call was backed up by 
huge strikes and demonstra¬ 
tions which terrified America’s 
ruling class. 

Many workers won an eight 
hour day, although the bosses 
eventually broke the move¬ 
ment through police violence 
and murder. 

But they were too late - the 
US fight had inspired the 
world’s workers. 

Upturn 

The 1880s and 90s saw a 
massive upturn in workers’ 
struggle around the globe. 

The first official Interna¬ 
tional May Day was called by 
the Second Socialist Interna¬ 
tional for 1890. Throughout 
Europe millions struck, forcing 
many countries to make May 
Day an official holiday. 

These strikes were about 
more than the eight hour day. 
They were a conscious cel¬ 
ebration of the power of the 
working class to overthrow 
capitalism and build a just 
society. 

Above all, they recognised 
that just as capitalism is a glo¬ 
bal system, the working class is 
an international class. 

They saw that workers of all 
countries should unite against 
this exploiting system. 


It was a rejection of the 
division of the world into op¬ 
posing nations where workers 
from one country are forced 
to compete against - and even 
kill - workers from another 
land for the profit of their local 
exploiters. 

This idea is as vital in the 
1990’s as it was 100 years ago. 

The last 15 years have seen 
many cutbacks by bosses and 
governments justified because 
“workers in other countries 
work for less” and “we have 
to be internationally competi¬ 
tive”. 

The same, of course, is said 
to workers overseas. If we ac¬ 
cept our rulers’ message, work¬ 
ers end up competing to see 
who can be paid the least. 

Alternative 

But there is an alternative. 
International solidarity means 
uniting with, supporting and 
learning from workers over¬ 
seas. 

Today, like the 1890s, there 
are signs of an international 
upturn in workers’ struggle. 

The last few years, for exam¬ 
ple, have seen general strikes 
in Greece, Denmark, Korea, 
India and Italy. 

Massive strike waves in 
France pushed the right-wing 
government out of office and 
won gains for workers. 

US unions have beaten 
supposedly invincible multi¬ 
nationals like General Motors 
and UPS. 

And the Indonesian revolu¬ 
tion toppled one of the world’s 
bloodiest dictators. 

If this upturn continues, it 
can start to pose a real chal¬ 
lenge to a capitalist system 
beset by crisis. 

For that to happen, workers 
around the world must learn to 
unite and fight together against 
global and local capitalism. 

That’s why it’s important 
to spread the tradition of May 
Day. 

Workers of the world, 
unite! 

■ DAVE COLYER 
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Capitalism and war 


Why is there so much killing? 



WAR AND killing have 
been a feature of the 
20th century. Does 
this mean human 
beings are inevitably 
warlike? MARTIN 
SMITH explains why 
socialists say it's pos¬ 
sible to create a world 
without war. 

■ Have there 
always been 
wars? 

NO. WAR played no 
part in people's lives for 
most of human exist¬ 
ence when our ances¬ 
tors lived in "hunter- 
gatherer" societies. 

These people roamed 
in small groups, hunting 
animals and foraging for 
food. 

Each day they picked 
and hunted only what 
was needed for survival. 
Nobody owned the land, 
and both men and women 
lived and worked togeth¬ 
er and shared the spoils 
of their labour. 

There was no such 
thing as class. There were 
no rulers and no armies. 

Such societies still ex¬ 
isted in some regions of 
the world until relatively 
recently. They were stud¬ 
ied by anthropologists. 

■ Why did 
wars begin? 

THE FIRST big changes 
in the way people lived 
occurred about 10,000 
years ago. 

People developed new 
skills and began to culti¬ 
vate crops and domes¬ 
ticate animals. For the 
first time they created 
a surplus beyond their 
daily needs. 

Once a surplus was 
produced, the question of 
who controlled it arose. 

A minority of people 
in society began to live 


off the labour of every¬ 
one else. Societies were 
divided into classes for 
the first time. 

The wealthy created 
a state - composed of 
armies, judges and priests 
- to protect their riches. 

Their armies were also 
used to conquer other 
tribes’ land and steal their 
food. 

For the first time in 
human history the idea 
of going to war made 
sense. 

■ Who benefits 
from war? 

EVERY CLASS society 
has brought with it war 
and bloodshed. 

Slave societies like 
ancient Rome were built 
on conquest and war. 
The rulers of Rome con¬ 
quered tribes in search of 
slaves and plunder. 

Over 2,000 years 
ago Caesar the Roman 
emperor invaded Gaul 
(France). He boasted 
that he killed a million 
people. 

Feudalism, which de¬ 
veloped over 1,000 years 
ago, was just as violent. 

During the Middle 
Ages much of Europe 
was plunged into total 
war. 

For example, Euro¬ 
pean kings and their 
knights organised Chris¬ 
tian crusades in the “Holy 
Fands”. They plundered 


towns and cities across 
the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

The expansion of the 
Roman Empire and the 
wars in the Middle Ages 
created fabulous wealth 
for a small number of rich 
and powerful individuals. 
They brought misery for 
the conquered. 

But these wars also 
impoverished the poor 
city dwellers and farmers 
of the victorious nations. 
They were made to work 
harder and pay more 
taxes to fund the wars. 

There was resistance. 

The poor in ancient 
Rome organised upris¬ 
ings and protests against 
their treatment. 

There were also huge 
peasant rebellions during 
feudalism. 

■ Is capitalism 
the mostvioient 
society? 

YES. AS societies have 
advanced, changes 
have brought benefits 
for humanity. 

But they have also 
meant the development 
of more sophisticated 
weapons of murder and 
destruction. 

So the stone axe was 
replaced with the iron 
sword, which in turn was 
replaced by the gun. 

But this process is in¬ 
tensified immeasurably 


under capitalism. 

Capitalism is based 
on competition and the 
drive for profit, which 
constantly forces capital¬ 
ists to devise new ways of 
outdoing their rivals. 

This enormously in¬ 
creases the system’s ca¬ 
pacity to produce, but 
also to destroy. 

From the very begin¬ 
ning, capitalists of each 
state have gone to war 
to rob other countries of 
their raw materials, and 
to turn the people into 
slaves or cheap labour. 

As countries expand 
their influence, they come 
into conflict with other 
major powers.This results 
in wars that have torn 
up whole continents and 
killed millions at a time. 

Today’s weapons of 
mass destruction can dev¬ 
astate cities at the flick of 
a switch. 

■ Should we 
oppose all 
wars? 

THE VAST majority of 
wars are fought for the 
interests of the rich and 
powerful. We oppose 
these unjust wars. 

But sometimes op¬ 
pressed people fight back. 
The violence of their 
struggles is tiny in com¬ 
parison with the violence 
of the system as a whole, 
and the violence the rich 


always unleash to defend 
their wealth and power 
when it’s challenged. 

Overthrowing the rul¬ 
ers of the world is the only 
way of ever establishing a 
world without war. 

Just as capitalism 
breeds war, it also cre¬ 
ates a working class that 
has the power to establish 
a world without war. 

The 20th century has 
been a century of work¬ 
ers’ revolutions. Some 
examples of grassroots 
revolts: • Russia in 1917 
• Germany in the ear¬ 
ly 1920s • Spain in the 
1930s • Hungary in 1956 • 
France in 1968 • Chile in 
the early 1970s • Portugal 
in 1974 • Iran in 1979 • 
Poland in the 1970s and 
80s • Serbia in 1996-97 • 
Indonesia in 1998. 

Socialists support and 
encourage such struggles 
because they alone have 
the potential to create a 
new society free from war 
and class divisions. 

Workers need to seize 
control of production, of 
the factories and offices 
and transport. This gives 
them the power to break 
the hold of a minority 
over the majority and to 
organise production for 
human need, not for the 
profits of a few. 

Such a society would 
put an end to the eco¬ 
nomic competition of 
capitalism and the mili¬ 
tarism it produces. 

Such a society would 
open up the possibility 
of co-operation between 
human beings across the 
globe. 

It may take violence to 
create such a society and 
overcome the ruling class, 
but it would be violence 
to end all violence. 

Socialists fight to 
change society because 
we want to live in a world 
where war seems com¬ 
pletely ridiculous, just 
like it did to our ances¬ 
tors thousands of years 
ago. 
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review 


lack of democracy is a blessing’ 


by ASHLEY SMITH 

THE RULERS of the world gath¬ 
ered in February at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Swit¬ 
zerland, to plot their strategies 
for raking in more profits. 

Last year, Harper’s magazine 
editor Lewis Lapham went to 
Davos to cover the forum amid 
the economic crisis in Asia. 

His new book The Agony of 
Mammon describes the pan¬ 
icked, cynical and greedy mus- 
ings of the world masters of 
capitalism. 

Billionaire currency specula¬ 
tor George Soros shocked the 
crowd when he compared the 
free market to a “pendulum that 
has become a wrecking ball... 
knocking into one economy 
after another/ First Mexico, then 
Indonesia and South Korea, and 
who knows what happens next? 
Maybe Brazil. Maybe Japan”. 

In fact, the only bosses who 
seemed confident were the bu¬ 
reaucratic bosses of Chinese state 
capitalism. 


“You know, in China,” one 
told Lapham, “we’re spending 
$750 billion for infrastructure, 
but in the last two months we laid 
off one million railway workers. 
You could say that our lack of 
democracy is a blessing”. 

Democracy or no, Davos’ 
bosses were united in their ha¬ 
tred of the working class. 

Lapham described their com¬ 
plaints about “the once industri¬ 
ous citizens of Hamburg become 
as lazy as Italians, as indolent as 
Greeks, refusing to condescend 
to menial labour because they 
enjoyed a higher standard of lux¬ 
ury. .. on the dole. Some... spoke 
of leeches, others mentioned 
parasites... but all agreed that the 
burdens were insupportable”. 

Lapham never really gets be¬ 
yond making fun of the bosses. The 
book comes off as a bit cynical. 

For laughs at the expense of the 
rich, read this book. But check out 
Marx’s Communist Manifesto for a 
solution to the bosses’ mess. Avail¬ 
able for $5 plus $1 postage from 
SWO, PO Box 13-685, Auckland. 


letters 


■ CONCERNED MOOD 

THE FRONT page headline "Stop the 
war!" in the last issue of Socialist 
Worker (#5/99) captured the mood on 
the streets. 

Our position was summed up well 
with the other slogans: • Nato out of 
the Balkans • No NZ forces for the war 
• Independence for Kosovo. 

Christchurch Socialist Worker sell¬ 
ers were helped by large placards with 
these anti-war slogans. We enjoyed 
the best sales, the most contacts and 
the liveliest discussions since the French 
nuclear tests in 1995. 

Although polls currently put 
support for Nato's campaign at 56%, 
many of those who stopped to talk 
were convinced by our arguments 
against the bombing. 

Those who already opposed the war 
were drawn to our table looking to sign a 
petition or find out what was happening. 


This issue is at the forefront of 
almost everyone's mind at the moment. 

Our experience locally shows that 
conditions are very favourable for build¬ 
ing an anti-war movement in Aotearoa. 

□ DON ARCHER, Christchurch 

■ NATIONAL MAJORITY? 

BY WAY of reply to Hornfeck and 
Newton (Letters, SW#5/99), I have 
never written, said or thought that 
Maori are more conservative than other 
races or that there was anything wrong 
with Maori self-determination. 

Racial separatism is so on the 
political agenda, though I'm sure the 
Ministry of Maori Affairs calls it some¬ 
thing else. 

Also, it may be interesting to note that 
the national majority (women) is actually 
more oppressed than any national minor¬ 
ity, especially in wage statistic. 

□ SHONA DUNCAN, Dunedin 



/ 




Write to Socialist Worker. Post your 
letter to PO Box 13-685 Auckland or fax 
09-634-3984. Please include address or 
phone number to verify authorship and 
keep it under 200 words. 


Socialist Workers Organisation 


wher 


stand 



workers in other countries. We 
fight racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. 
We support all genuine national 
liberation struggles. 

We are internationalists 
because socialism depends on 
spreading working class revolu¬ 
tions around the world. 


SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploita¬ 
tion which generates inequality, 
crisis and war. Although work¬ 
ers create society’s wealth, it is 
controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built 
when the working class takes 
control of social wealth and 
democratically plans its produc¬ 
tion and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. 
This will eliminate all class divi¬ 
sions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as Chi¬ 
na and Cuba, just like the former 
Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc, 
have nothing to do with social¬ 
ism. They are state capitalist. We 
support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist 
ruling class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Alli¬ 
ance, Labour and union leaders 
claim. It must be overthrown by 
the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the 
ruling class. These institutions 
cannot be taken over and used by 
the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism 
the working class needs a new 
kind of state - a democratic 
workers state based on workers 
councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are 
exploited by capitalism, so the 
struggle for socialism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 


LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are 
used to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation 
is essential to socialist revolution 
and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori 
self determination. 

The government’s approach 
to Treaty claims has benefited a 
Maori elite while doing little for 
working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot 
be achieved within capitalism. 

It will only become a reality with 
the establishment of a workers 
state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into 
a mass revolutionary socialist 
party. 

We are in the early stages 
of building such a party through 
involvement in the day-to-day 
struggles of workers and the op¬ 
pressed. 

The Socialist Workers Or¬ 
ganisation must grow in size and 
influence to provide leadership in 
the struggle for working class self¬ 
emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the 
unions with a rank-and-file move¬ 
ment. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get Involved with the SWO 


^ AUCKLAND 


PO Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone 
the Socialist Centre 634 3984. 


^ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie 345 9853. 


^ WELLINGTON 


PO Box 43-043, Wainuiomata. 
Phone Gordon 564 9248 


^ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone Roy 384 4681. 


'k DUNEDIN 


Phone Kyle 477 2712. 


k NATIONAL OFFICE 


The SWO also has members 
in other regions. They can be 
contacted through the SWO's 
national office. 

Mail: PO Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Phone & fax: (09) 634 3984. 
Email: socialist-vvorker@ak.planet. 
co.nz 


k OTHER COUNTRIES 


The SWO belongs to the 
International Socialist Tendency. 
We have sister organisations in 
many other countries. They can 
be contacted through the SWO's 
national office. 
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Pickets at Big Mac 



by GRANT MORGAN 

THE WORLD'S best known, 
biggest selling and most prof¬ 
itable fast food chain is being 
picketed in Auckland. 

The McGreedy campaign 
has started information pickets 
outside three McDonalds stores: 
City, K Road and AIT. 

50 people with banners, plac¬ 
ards, leaflets, petition and loud 
hailer have so far taken part in 
the high-profile pickets. 

Management at one McDon¬ 
alds outlet were so unhappy they 
called the police. 

One manager stood a hand’s 
width away from a picketer, blew 
his nose and threatened to wipe 
his snot in the protester’s face. 

But good support has come 
from passersby and McDonalds’ 
patrons and workers. 

Hundreds have already signed 
a petition outlining the immedi¬ 
ate demands being made on 
McDonalds: 

■ Reduce their food’s high levels 
of fat, sugar and salt. These are 
linked to the country’s leading 
causes of death: cancer, heart 
disease and strokes. 

■ Lift the pay of their workers 
so they get a living wage. The 
starting rate is just $8 an hour. 

■ Stop using chickens and pigs 
which suffer terribly in tiny 
cages. These are dubbed “ani¬ 
mal concentration camps”. 

A strong focus of the cam¬ 
paign will be the low-paid work¬ 
ers whose labour is the source of 
McDonalds’ mega-profits. 

“These mainly teenage work¬ 


ers are treated without respect 
and are discouraged from joining 
a union,” said McGreedy media 
person Mat Turner. “We aim to 
push for unionisation.” 

The campaign opposes Mc¬ 
Donalds’ near monopoly inside 
two public institutions: AIT and 
Starship Children’s Hospital. 

Students at AIT, Auckland’s 
second largest tertiary institu¬ 
tion, weren’t given any say when 
McDonalds was established 
as the main eating place on 
campus. 

The campaign wants a student 
referendum over what food 
outlets are at AIT and who runs 
them. This is linked to students 
fighting for democratic control 
over their learning environ¬ 
ment. 

Even McDonalds’ British 
consultant, professor Verner 
Wheelock, has admitted in court 
that a typical McDonalds meal is 
high in fat and salt, and it’s “not 
sensible” to encourage the eating 
of such foods. 

Yet Auckland Healthcare has 


let McDonalds be the sole eatery 
at the Children’s Hospital. 

The campaign believes this 
sends the wrong signals to kids 
and wants to oust McDonalds 
from the hospital. 

★ Join the McGreedy cam¬ 
paign. Phone (09) 634 3984 or 
write Box 13-685 Auckland. 


'HIDDEN FIST' 

The New York Times, an 
influential voice of US 
capitalism, recently stated: 

• "The hidden hand of the 
market will never work 
without a hidden fist 
- McDonalds cannot flour¬ 
ish without McDonnell 
Douglas, the builder of the 
F-15. And the hidden fist... 
is called the United States 
Army, Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps." 
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"WHY MCDONALDS? Why 
not some other company?" 
That's been one response 
to the McGreedy pickets. 

“McDonalds symbolises the 
whole system of corporate exploi¬ 
tation,” explains McGreedy media 
person Mat Turner. 

The campaign’s core activists 
include socialists, anarchists and 
other radical youth. They agree on 
the importance of showing how 
corporations like McDonalds are 
behind the system’s inequalities, 
cruelties and wars. 

McDonalds has an annual 
advertising budget of over $NZ 3 
billion a year. The US-based firm 
uses Ronald the clown and youth 
symbolism to portray an image of 
“fun”, “caring” and “cool”. 

But behind Ronald’s smiling 
mask is a corporation made ruth¬ 
less by the competition for profits. 
McDonalds’ annual reports, for 
instance, talk of “global domina¬ 
tion”. 

With yearly sales of $NZ 50 
billion, McDonalds is the largest 
fast food chain in the world. It has 
20,000 outlets in 90 countries. 

McDonalds’“globaldoniination” 
is dependent on the state power 
of America and its allies, who pro¬ 
vide the “right” environment for its 
profiteering. 

Winner 

McDonalds has been a big 
winner from the West’s politi¬ 
cal and military interventions 
in the Balkans over the last 
decade. 

America backed the ethnic 
cleansing of Croatian strong¬ 
man Franjo Tudjman during 
his bloody war with Serbia in 
1991-95. Croatian generals, who 
were advised by Pentagon agents, 
drove 200,000 Serbs out of the 
Croatian province of Krajina. 

Shortly after, McDonalds set up 
its first outlet in Croatia. 

Following Croatia’s example, 
Macedonia pulled out of federa¬ 
tion with Serbia. This move was 
backed by Washington. 

McDonalds rushed to set up 
shop in Macedonia, a country 
now on the front line of Nato’s war 
against Serbia. 

Without doubt, McDonalds will 
follow Nato troops in any inva¬ 
sion of Serbia. Behind the US flag 
marches Ronald the clown. 

And behind this American 
corporation marches its New 
Zealand franchise holders. 

These local bosses are the ones 
exploiting local workers, using 
tormented animals and serving 
junk food. 

Without the New Zealand 
ruling class, McDonalds couldn’t 
operate in this country. 

People at the grassroots face 
a global system of exploitation, 
but our main enemy is at home. 
















